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KADENA AIR BASE, OKINAWA — The F-22 Raptor aircraft will be one of the featured
attractions at AmericaFest 2009 here July 3 and 4.

More than 28 aircraft, including Japan Self Defense Force aircraft, and other equipment
will be on display at the event, which will be open to the public July 4. Some of the
aircraft visitors will see include the: F-15, KC-135, F-16, E-3, P-3, A-10, HH-60 and the
PAC-3.

The festival will also feature live concerts from the Lt. Dan Band, featuring Gary Sinise,
and American ldol Star Melinda Doolittle. Visitors will enjoy music, games and food.

"AmericaFest 2009 presents a unique opportunity for the 18th Wing and Kadena

Air Base to open its doors to our friends and partners in the local community and
provide an up-close view of not only our mission, our aircraft and our Airmen, but also a
look at the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Japanese Self-Defense Force missions on
Okinawa," said Col. Scott Jarvis, AmericaFest Director. "We also want to take the
opportunity of a long holiday weekend to host a special event for all the men, women
and their families who are stationed in Okinawa. Their service and sacrifice to help
ensure the stability of the Western Pacific region for both our nations are well
recognized and we owe them our continued gratitude and thanks."

Friday, July 3rd, is specifically set aside as an appreciation day for military members,
base civilian employees, and military families. Festivities begin at 3 p.m. Saturday, July
4th, gates will open to the general public at 11 a.m. to come out and learn first-hand
about the mission of Kadena Air Base. The gates will close to inbound traffic at 8 p.m.

Those driving to see the festivities, island residents and other guests may enter the
base through the contractor gate from Route 74 or through Gate 4 from Route 58 onto
the flightline. A free shuttle bus will also run from Chibana Golf Course beginning at
noon and running every 20 minutes, for those who desire to park off base. On both
days DOD civilians and military ID card holders may access Kadena Air Base through
either gates 1, 2, 3 or 4.

All bags carried onto the installation will be subject to search. Visitors are asked not to
carry large purses, backpacks, any knives or weapons, scissors or sharp objects.
Lightweight baby strollers and umbrellas are permitted at the AmericaFest, but pets,
skateboards and heeleys are not allowed.

Remember to wear comfortable walking shoes and sunscreen. Beverages will be sold
during the event including water, soft drinks and beer. Beer will only be sold to people
ages 21 and older. Smoking is prohibited.
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AmericaFest is designed to promote friendship and foster mutual appreciation and
understanding between the local community and American's assigned to Kadena Air
Base. Visitors will see static aircraft displays, interact with flight crew, listen to musical
performances and have the opportunity to sample a wide variety of foods.

Specific information pertaining to AmericaFest is available online at www.kadena.af.mil.
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